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By Terra Dankowski, American Libraries

Isha Sesay wants to tell the stories of 
women and girls who are often over-
looked – including the account of 276 

schoolgirls who were kidnapped by jihad-
ist militant organization Boko Haram in 
Chibok, Nigeria, in 2014.

“They’re not just a bloc of black girls who 
went missing where nobody cares to know 
their names,” said Sesay. “One of my biggest 
wishes with this book is that people see them 

Isha Sesay Shares the Story of 
the Chibok Schoolgirls 

as individuals.”
 Sesay, the former CNN anchor who 

broke the news of the kidnappings and won a 
Peabody Award for her coverage, has written 
Beneath the Tamarind Tree, the first definitive 
account of this event. The debut author joined 
Booklist editor Donna Seaman on stage at the 
Closing Session of the American Library Asso-
ciation’s 2019 Midwinter Meeting & Exhibits 
in Seattle on January 28 to discuss her book.

the American Library Association 
announced the top books, video, 
and audio books for children 

and young adults on January 28. A list 
of many of the award winners follows. 
For more information on the ALA youth 
media awards and notables, please visit 
www.ala.org/yma.

 John Newbery Medal for the most 
outstanding contribution to children’s 

Youth Media Awards 
Announced at 
January 28 Ceremony

» see page 7

the American Library Association se-
lected The Great Believers by Rebecca 
Makkai, published by Viking, as the 

winner of the 2019 Andrew Carnegie Medal 
for Excellence in Fiction, and Heavy: 
An American Memoir, by Kiese Lay-
mon, published by Scribner, as the 
winner of the 2019 Andrew Carn-
egie Medal for Excellence in Nonfic-
tion. The selections were announced 
January 27 at the Reference and 
User Services Association’s Book and 
Media Awards (BMAs) sponsored by 
NoveList, during the ALA Midwinter 
Meeting & Exhibits.

The awards, established in 2012, 
serve as a guide to help adults select 
quality reading material. They are 
the first single-book awards for adult 
books given by the American Library Asso-
ciation and reflect the expert judgment and 
insight of library professionals and booksell-
ers who work closely with adult readers. Both 
winners receive a $5,000 prize. 

Makkai’s ambitious novel explores the 
complexities of friendship, family, art, fear, and 
love in meticulously realized settings – WWI-
era and present-day Paris, and 1980s Chicago 
– while insightfully and empathically illumi-

The Great Believers, Heavy Receive 
2019 Andrew Carnegie Medals for 
Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction

nating the early days of the AIDS epidemic.
In his artfully crafted and boldly revealing 

memoir, writing professor Laymon recalls the 
traumas of his Mississippi youth; the depthless 

hunger that elevated his weight; his obsessive, 
corrective regime of diet and exercise; his 
gambling, teaching, activism, and trust in the 
power of writing.

“It was an incredible year of reading and 
discussing the best books of 2018 alongside 
the dedicated and insightful readers on the 
committee. Everything came into focus when 

» see page 11
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Loida Garcia-Febo on ‘Libraries = Strong Communities’

Closing Session
» from page 1

 “What got lost in the coverage was just 
how frightened they were,” said Sesay, who 
described a scene of 300 men descending upon 
the school in the middle of the night. “[The 
girls] could smell the smoke, they could hear 
the screaming, there were so many men… 
some were destroying the town.” 

Of the girls taken, many have escaped or 
have been returned in negotiations, but 112 
of the abducted are still missing. The book 
includes first-person accounts from survivors 
and, said Sesay, “gently” handles their trauma.

“I’m hoping this book will restart an effort 
to find them,” said Sesay. “To the best of our 
knowledge, [the Nigerian government isn’t] 
doing anything. I could be wrong, but if they 
don’t share that information, how are we to 
know?”

Sesay also said that the search for the girls 
would have been different if they had well-
known surnames or came from wealthy fami-
lies. “These girls came from such poor homes” 
in a place where attending a boarding school 
without power, water, or windows in order to 
get an education is a necessity,” she said.

Another hope for Sesay is that her readers 
understand how events like this – and their 
implications for trade, terrorism, and desta-
bilized governments – affect us all.

“The very existence [of Boko Haram] and 
the fact that they were able to do this should 
frighten us,” she said. “We need to care about 
what’s happening. It’s all connected, it’s all 
one big circle.” 

Still, Sesay was quick to dispel the notion 
that Africa is continent of people “waiting to 
be saved” by the U.S. 

“These girls saved themselves,” she said. “I 
hope people will understand the important 
role that America stands to play in the world, 
but also the resilience in other parts of the 
world.”

Sesay capped her talk by: discussing her 
nonprofit, W.E. (Women Everywhere) Can 
Lead, an organization that focuses on women’s 
and girls’ empowerment and leadership in her 
native Sierra Leone; her thoughts on literacy 
(“If we read more, we’ll have a fuller under-
standing of the world, and not every garbage 
tweet will resonate”); and her love for author 
Toni Morrison.

In parting she said, “You’re either a by-
stander or an upstander, and you have to 
choose where you are right now. By not taking 
a side, you’re taking a side.”

Isha Sesay discusses Boko Haram’s 
abduction of the Chibok schoolgirls 
during the Closing Session.

Next Stop: Washington D.C. for the 
2019 ALA Annual Conference & 
Exhibition

This year’s standout Midwinter Meeting & Exhibits brought a collective force of skill and determination with 
thousands of librarians, library workers, exhibitors, and supporters from across the nation. 

Meeting highlights included the incredibly popular ALA Youth Media Awards which 
announced the Coretta Scott King Book, Caldecott Newbery, and Printz Award winners. 
We were inspired by philanthropist and author Melinda Gates who believes we can 
change the world, one woman at a time, and sociologist and author Eric Klinenberg 
who drove home his theory that libraries are, and should be, the foundation of social 
infrastructure. CEO of the Girl Scouts of the USA Sylvia Acevedo taught us how to 
overcome obstacles, and travel host and activist Rick Steves spoke passionately about the 
rich education we receive when we take the leap to travel internationally.  Journalist Isha 
Sesay’s session revealed a heartbreaking, yet courageous story of the 276 young Nigerian 
girls kidnapped by the Boko Haram, and my President’s Program featured author Robin 
DiAngelo, who addressed “white fragility.” 

You may know that last June, I introduced the Libraries = Strong Communities 
advocacy effort, an opportunity to demonstrate the significant role that libraries play 

within our communities. We are currently on a six-city national tour, and as part of our tour we were excited to hold 
a public rally at the Seattle Public Library (https://bit.ly/2WpDkLR) hosting elected officials, community-based 
organizations, state library associations, ALA divisions and members, and conference attendees.  We have also created 
a new website to house a growing collection of advocacy tools (ala.org/advocacy).

WE are the change we’ve been waiting for... and we look forward to a long stretch of shared triumphs as we head 
to the Annual Conference & Exhibition, June 20-25. Find information on registration and housing, social media 
links, and more at alaannual.org.  Thank you for your unwavering commitment to our communities and I hope to 
see you again in Washington, D.C.!

Loida Garcia-Febo
ALA President

▲
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muse.jhu.edu

Built on the Johns Hopkins University campus

Now and Always, 
the Trusted Content  
Your Research Requires.

Thanks for
visiting us

at the show

Scholarly projects demand reliable content. 
Project MUSE is your trusted source for the highest quality 
books and journals in the humanities and social sciences 
from over 200 of the world’s most distinguished university 
presses and scholarly societies. Search. Explore. Share.  

By Phil Morehart, American Libraries

You are the guardians of our stories. You 
pass along our stories. And our stories bring 
us together,” said Melinda Gates during the 
Opening Session at the 2019 American Library 
Association Midwinter Meeting & Exhibits 
in Seattle. Her admiration for libraries is well 
documented: As co-chair of the Bill and Me-
linda Gates Foundation, she has been at the 
forefront of philanthropic funding for libraries. 
The Gates Library Foundation (which closed 
in 2018) provided more than $1 billion to 
libraries around the world over the course of 
21 years. Gates’ dedication to libraries was 
further cemented when it was revealed at the 

Melinda Gates Opens Midwinter with Stories of Empowerment
beginning of her talk that she will serve as hon-
orary chair for National Library Week this year. 
Gates spoke to ALA Midwinter attendees not 
as a philanthropist, however, but as an author.

Gates’ new book The Moment of Lift: 
How Empowering Women Changes the World 
presents raw data and touching anecdotes 
to demonstrate that women’s prosperity and 
health are intrinsically linked to the health 
and prosperity of the world at large. 
In the book, Gates points out that 
as women are “lifted up,” the world 
follows. It is a call to action that 
shows how to improve women’s lives 
on the macro and micro level, from 
ensuring access to education and 

Melinda Gates on Gender Equity at Home

contraceptives to economic opportunity and 
equality in marriage. 

“Demand for gender equality is growing 
louder and coming from all over the world,” 
Gates said. “We all need to step up, even if 
you’ve never thought of yourself as an advo-
cate. This is the moment of lift.”

Gates was joined by librarian and author 
Nancy Pearl, who guided their discussion of 

the book’s stories, which were gathered by 
Gates on travels throughout the world while 
working with the foundation. The plights 
of women she encountered who needed 
contraceptives and family-planning tools; 
who experienced inequities at home and in 
the workplace; or who were denied access to 

» see page 14

Melinda Gates headlines the Opening Session.
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Exhibits Highlights

Girl Scout Stephanie Trier is thrilled to meet Sylvia Acevedo and receive 
an autographed copy of her book Path to the stars, My Journey from girl 
scout to Rocket scientist, during a book signing following the January 
26 Auditorium Speaker Series presentation.

By Terra Dankowski, American Libraries

Rick Steves is on a mission. The 
author, television host, and travel 
guide behind Rick Steves Europe 
wants to inspire and equip Americans 
to venture beyond Orlando. “The 
book that beats mine [in sales] all 
the time is the guidebook to Disney 
World,” Steves told attendees of his 
Auditorium Speaker Series talk at 
the American Library Association’s 
2019 Midwinter Meeting & Exhibits 
in Seattle on January 27. “That’s la 
la land – I’m into gaining a better 
understanding of humanity.”

Steves, who recently released a 
third edition of his book Travel as 
a Political Act and the Rick Steves 
Classroom Europe online resource, 
recognized that fear keeps people 
from seeing the world.

“When someone tells me to have 
a safe trip, I’m inclined to say ‘Well, 
have a safe trip at home,’” said Steves. 
Statistically, he noted, Europe is 
much safer than the U.S. “Our coun-
try has never been more fearful,” he said. “Fear 
is for people who don’t get out very much. The 
flip side of fear is understanding, and we gain 
understanding when we travel.”

Steves maintained that meeting people 
along your travels – and discovering their 
interests – fosters this understanding and 
“carbonates” the experience.

“You go to France and step into a cheese 

Author and Tour Guide 
Rick Steves Wants 
Americans to Broaden 
Their Perspective

shop, and it’s a festival of mold. The cheese-
monger is evangelical,” he said. “In Ireland, I 
enjoy the sensation that I’m understanding a 
foreign language. Forget your schedule, this 
is why you’re there. Get into a conversation.”

For decades, Steves has been honing and 
designing European tour experiences for 
American visitors – he estimates he’s spent one-
third of his adult life living out of a carry-on 
– but it was the aftermath of 9/11 that caused 
him to personally view politics as inextricable 
from travel.

“When we travel, we can see other societies’ 
priorities,” Steves said. For instance, “The British 
Library is typical of great new museums in Eu-
rope that prioritize this opportunity for people to 
come together and be inspired by information.”

Another example that Steves addressed is 
the “pragmatic harm reduction” and decrimi-
nalization approach that countries like Ger-
many and Switzerland apply to drug use or the 
Netherlands applies to sex work. “Society has 
to make a choice: tolerate alternative lifestyles 
or build more prisons,” he said.

“Americans who are offended by Europe’s social 
sensibilities will put down the European economic 
systems,” said Steves. “They choose to work 25% 
fewer hours and willingly make 25% less so they 
can spend more time with their families.”

Steves told a story of how he was due for a 
family vacation in Mazatlan, looking forward 
to drinking margaritas with his “rich white 
friends on the beach,” when another friend 
asked if he wanted to march alongside peasants 
in El Salvador to observe the 25th anniversary 
of Archbishop Oscar Romero’s death. “It’s a 
choice we have,” Steves remarked. “When I do 
it, I’m always impressed by what a beautiful 
experience it is.”

Steves ended his speech with a note of praise 
for librarians and a piece of advice: “The best 
souvenir is a broader perspective.”
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MORE THAN A GRADUATE PROGRAM. 
WE ARE VOLUNTEERS. 
SIS Student Olivia Forehand (top left), produced  

published research about how libraries can better 
serve the homeless. 

Alumni Maria Sochor (top right), works to ensure 

those with physical limitations have access to books 
and media. 

Associate Professor Potnis (bottom left, on right)  

developed social media guidelines to train journalists 
in developing countries to fight corruption. 

Alumni Juniper Starr (bottom right) worked to pre-
serve African-American Appalachian history during 
an experiential learning opportunity as a student.

We encourage all members of our community to  

embrace the Volunteer spirit and contribute to the  

common good.

 READ THEIR STORIES HERE

ONLINE OPTIONS  
TOP-RANKED
AFFORDABLE 
ALA ACCREDITED
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On the evening of January 26, REFOR-
MA held its Noche De Cuentos, a night 
of bilingual stories and cuentos from local 
storytellers at the Seattle Public Library. 
Noche de Cuentos (A Night of Stories) is 
a REFORMA family literacy initiative cel-
ebrated all year round, but especially during 
the week of the spring equinox, March 18-
25, in conjunction with World Storytelling 
Day. The event aims to celebrate the rich 
history and tradition of storytelling. Our 
featured storytellers included: 

Tania Hino
Tania is a bilingual social worker, par-

enting educator, storyteller, a wife, and 
a mother of three vibrant multicultural 
children. When she’s not teaching parents, 
you might find her hosting Spanish lan-

A Night of Bilingual Cuentos
guage story times at various Seattle Public 
Library branches.

Marco Cortes
His music speaks of the different Latin 

American cultures and is especially geared 
toward younger children. He currently 
works as a Spanish and music teacher, and 
he actively participates in various cultural 
aspects of the Northwest of the United 
States.

Nora Girón-Dolce
Award-winning author, actress, singer, 

and storyteller. Promoter of the Spanish 
language and Mexican culture. Constant 
dreamer, rainbow chaser, part-time mer-
maid. Member of the writers’ group Seattle 
Escribe. 

ALA members became more informed voters for the 2019 ALA Elections during 
the ALA Candidates’ Forum on January 26. Each candidate presented their 
platform, followed by a Q&A session with the audience. Pictured are the two 
candidates for ALA President: Julius C. Jefferson, Jr., left, and Lance Werner, 
right. Click here to view the video coverage of the Forum. The election is March 
11 – April 3. 

ALA Candidates’ Forum

Tania Hino, a bilingual social worker, parenting educator, and storyteller, 
leads the audience in a fun activity during Noche De Cuentos. When she’s 
not teaching parents, this mother of three vibrant multicultural children 
might be found hosting Spanish language storytimes at various Seattle 
Public Library branches.

Research 
Information 
is the essential 
link between 
publishers, 
librarians and 
researchers

Subscribe 
for free*

Researcher? 
Publisher? 
Librarian?

Register for your
free subscription now! 
researchinformation.info/subscribe

Research
 information

*Registration required

(Above) 
Attendees 
grab a seat 
in the Book 
Buzz Theater 
on the 
Exhibit Floor.   
(left) Robin 
Dale answers 
questions 
and 
addresses 
issues during, 
the “Library 
Advocacy 
and 
Community 
Engagement 
in the 2020 
Census” 
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literature: Merci Suárez Changes Gears by Meg 
Medina. The book is published by Candlewick 
Press.

Two Newbery Honor Books also were 
named: The Night Diary by Veera Hiranan-
dani and published by Dial Books for Young 
Readers, Penguin Young Readers Group, an 
imprint of Penguin Random House LLC, 
and The Book of Boy by Catherine Gilbert 
Murdock, illustrated by Ian Schoenherr, and 
published by Greenwillow Books, an imprint 
of HarperCollins Publishers.

 
Randolph Caldecott Medal for the most 

distinguished American picture book for 
children: Sophie Blackall for Hello Lighthouse, 
published by Little, Brown and Company, a 
division of Hachette Book Group, Inc.

Four Caldecott Honor Books also were 
named: Alma and How She Got Her Name, 
illustrated and written by Juana Martinez-
Neal, published by Candlewick Press; A Big 
Mooncake for Little Star, illustrated and writ-
ten by Grace Lin, published by Little, Brown 
and Company, a division of Hachette Book 
Group, Inc.; The Rough Patch, illustrated and 
written by Brian Lies, published by Green-
willow Books, an imprint of HarperCollins 
Publishers; and Thank You, Omu!, illustrated 
and written by Oge Mora, published by Little, 
Brown and Company, a division of Hachette 
Book Group, Inc.

AJL Sydney Taylor Book Award recognizes 
titles for children and teens that exemplify high 
literary standards while authentically portray-
ing the Jewish experience: All-of-a-Kind-Family 
Hanukkah by Emily Jenkins, illustrated by O. 
Paul Zelinsky, published by Schwartz & Wade, 
an imprint of Random House Children’s 
Books, won the Sydney Taylor Book Award in 
the Younger Readers category. Sweep: The Story 
of a Girl and Her Monster by Jonathan Auxier, 
published by Amulet Books, an imprint of 
Abrams, won the Sydney Taylor Book Award 
in the Older Readers category; What the Night 
Sings by Vesper Stamper, published by Alfred 
A. Knopf, an imprint of Random House 
Children’s Books, won the Sydney Taylor Book 
Award in the Teen Readers category.

 
American Indian Youth Literature 

Awards identify and honor the very best writ-
ing and illustrations by and about American 
Indians and Alaska Natives: Best Picture Book 
– Shanyaak’utlaax: Salmon Boy, published 
by Sealaska Heritage Institute, illustrated by 
Tlingit artist Michaela Goade and edited by 
Tlingit speakers Johnny Marks, Hans Ches-
ter, David Katzeek, Nora Dauenhauer and 
Tlingit linguist Richard Dauenhauer; Best 
Middle School Book – Tales of the Mighty 
Code Talkers: Volume One (2016), published 
by Native Realities, edited by Arigon Starr 
and featuring the work of Theo Tso, Jonathan 
Nelson, Kristina Bad Hand, Roy Boney Jr., 
Lee Francis IV, Johnnie Diacon, Weshoyot 
Alvitre, Renee Nejo, and Michael Sheyahshe; 
Best Young Adult Book – #Not Your Princess: 
Voices of Native American Women, published by 
Annick Press, edited by Lisa Charleyboy and 
Mary Beth Leatherdale.

Five AILA Picture Book Honor titles were 
announced: All Around Us by Xelena González 
and illustrated by Adriana M. Garcia, Cinco 
Puntos Press; Black Bear Red Fox by Julie Flett, 

Native Northwest; Fall in Line, Holden! by 
Daniel W. Vandever, Salina Bookshelf, Inc; I’m 
Dreaming Of...Animals of the Native Northwest 
by Melaney Gleeson-Lyall and illustrated by 
First Nations Artists, Native Northwest; and 
Mission to Space by John Herrington, White 
Dog Press.

The Middle Grade Honor Book is The Wool 
of Jonesy Part 1 by Jonathan Nelson, Native 
Realities.

Three 2018 Young Adult Honor Books 
were announced: Love Beyond Body, Space, 
and Time: An Indigenous LGBT Sci-Fi An-
thology, edited by Hope Nicholson, Bedside 
Press; Marrow Thieves, by Cherie Dimaline, 
DCB (submitted by Orca Books); and Fire 
Starters by Jen Storm, illustrated by Scott B. 
Henderson, and color artist Donovan Yaciuk, 
High Water Press.

 Asian/Pacific American Awards for 
Literature, which promote Asian/Pacific 
American culture and heritage and are awarded 
based on literary and artistic merit: Picture 
Book winner is Drawn Together by Minh Lê, 
illustrated by Dan Santat, and published by 
Disney-Hyperion, an imprint of Disney Book 
Group; Children’s Literature Winner is Front 
Desk by Kelly Yang and published by Arthur 
A. Levine Books, an imprint of Scholastic Inc.; 
Young Adult Literature winner is Darius the 
Great is Not Okay by Adib Khorram and pub-
lished by Dial Books, an imprint of Penguin 
Random House LLC.

 
Coretta Scott King Book Awards, rec-

ognizing African American authors and il-
lustrators of outstanding books for children 
and young adults: A Few Red Drops: The 

Chicago Race Riot of 1919 by Claire Hartfield, 
published by Clarion Books, an imprint of 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, is the King Au-
thor Award winner.

Three King Author Honor Books also were 
named: Finding Langston by Lesa Cline-Ran-
some, published by Holiday House; The Parker 
Inheritance by Varian Johnson, published by 
Arthur A. Levine Books, an imprint of Scholas-
tic Inc.; and The Season of Styx Malone by Kekla 
Magoon, published by Wendy Lamb Books, an 
imprint of Random House Children’s Books, 
a division of Penguin Random House LLC.

The Stuff of Stars, written by Marion Dane 
Bauer, illustrated by Ekua Holmes and pub-
lished by Candlewick Press, is King Illustrator 
Award winner.

YMA Awards
» from page 1

» see page 17

ALA is proud to acknowledge the following organizations
for their generous support of the Midwinter Meeting & Exhibits.

Platinum Sponsor
Gale, a Cengage Company – Shuttle Buses

Diamond Sponsor
ProQuest – Spectrum Scholarships

Wireless Internet Service Sponsor
Demco 

Ruby Sponsor
My Book Tote Mobile App –  Powered by Combined Book Exhibit

Speaker Sponsors
Beacon Press

Flatiron Books/Macmillan Publishers
Hachette Book Group

HarperCollins
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Penguin Random House

For information on sponsorship opportunities at the 
ALA Annual Conference in Washington, DC, contact 

Paul Graller at pgraller@ala.org or (312) 280-3219.

Thanks to Our 
Sponsors
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Sylvia Acevedo on Libraries, 
‘Path to the Stars

Discover how Gale’s Digital Scholar Lab empowers 
researchers at all levels to engage with the 
humanities in new and exciting ways.

For more information, please visit gale.com/scholarlab

CREATE NEW POSSIBILITIES 
FOR DIGITAL HUMANITIES 
RESEARCHERS 

Photo credits: Andrea Kane, photographer;  
taken at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton.

© 2018. Gale, a Cengage Company.  GCT19753483  11/18

EMPOWER™ DISCOVERY

Meeting room policies, drag queen story-
times, research databases, and library book 
displays have made headlines and sparked 
controversy in libraries. At the 2019 ALA 
Midwinter Meeting, the ALA Office for In-
tellectual Freedom (OIF) hosted “Intellectual 
Freedom and the Law: Issues and Updates for 
Meeting Rooms, Drag Queen Storytimes, and 

Meeting Rooms, Displays, and Drag Queen 
Storytimes Discussed at ALA Midwinter

Library Displays,” a program that provided 
information about the legal issues surround-
ing these topics, as well as guidance on craft-
ing library policies that protect and meet the 
needs of the library and its community; uphold 
intellectual freedom; and comply with the law. 
The program provided ample time for audience 
questions and discussion.

This News You Can Use session was present-
ed by Theresa Chmara, general counsel of the 
Freedom to Read Foundation, and moderated 
by Deborah Caldwell-Stone, deputy director of 
the Office for Intellectual Freedom. 

Book displays, research databases, and 
drag queen storytime programs have been the 
targets of recent censorship attempts, includ-
ing lawsuits intended to halt library programs 
and remove library resources. An important 
conversation about meeting room policies and 
access for controversial groups took place in the 

library community after the adoption of the 
revised “Meeting Rooms: An Interpretation 
of the Library Bill of Rights” during the ALA 
Annual Conference in New Orleans, spark-
ing a return to the 1991 interpretation and a 
proposed revision to address these concerns. 
“Intellectual Freedom and the Law” will use 
these real-life issues to outline relevant legal 
concepts and offer guidance on developing 
effective library policy. The presenters encour-
aged attendees to raise questions and concerns 
during the latter half of the program.   

The LITA Committee Recognizing Excel-
lence in Children’s and Young Adult Science 
Fiction presents the 2019 Excellence in 
Children’s and Young Adult Science Fiction 
Notable Lists. The lists are composed of no-
table children’s and young adult science fiction 
published in 2018 and organized in three 
age-appropriate categories. The annotated 
lists will be posted on the website at www.
sfnotables.org.

The Golden Duck Notable Picture Books 
List is selected from books intended for pre-
school children and very early readers, up to 
6 years old. Recognition is given to the author 
and the illustrator:

Bitty Bot's Big Beach Getaway by Tim Mc-
Canna, illustrated by Tad Carpenter. Simon 
& Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books. 

Breaking News: Alien Alert by David 
Biedrzycki. Charlesbridge.

Doll-E 1.0 by Shanda McCloskey. Little, 
Brown Books for Young Readers.

If You Had a Jetpack by Lisl H. Detlefsen, 
illustrated by Linzie Hunter. Knopf Books for 
Young Readers.

Little Robot Alone by Patricia MacLachlan 
and Emily MacLachlan Charest,illustrated 
by Matt Phelan. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Books for Young Readers.

A Place for Pluto by Stef Wade, illustrated by 
Melanie Demmer. Capstone Editions.

The Eleanor Cameron Notable Middle 
Grade Books List titles are chapter books or 
short novels that may be illustrated. They are 
written for ages 7 - 11. Containing more sci-
ence fiction than fantasy, the main characters 
are problem solvers and science users rather 
than someone who must be rescued. This list 
is named for Eleanor Cameron, author of the 
Mushroom Planet series.

CatStronauts: Robot Rescue by Drew Brock-
ington. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. 

Jamie Drake Equation by Christopher Edge. 
Delacorte Books for Young Readers.

Margot and Mateo Save the World by Darcy 
Miller. HarperCollins. 

Mega Robo Bros by Neill Cameron. David 
Fickling Books.

A Problematic Paradox by Eliot Sappingfield. 
G.P. Putnam's Sons Books for Young Readers.

Quantum Mechanics by Jeff Weigel. Lion 
Forge.

LITA Excellence in Children’s 
and Young Adult Science 
Fiction Notable Lists

Sanity & Tallulah by Molly Brooks. Disney-
Hyperion. 

Star Scouts: The League of Lasers by Mike 
Lawrence. First Second. 

The Story Pirates Present: Stuck in the Stone 
Age by Geoff Rodkey, illustrated by Hatem 
Aly, Rodale Kids.

Too Much Space! (Beep and Bob) by Jonathan 
Roth. Aladdin.

Voyage of the Dogs by Greg Van Eekhout. 
HarperCollins. 

Waste of Space by Stuart Gibbs. Simon & 
Schuster Books for Young Readers. 

The Wild Robot Escapes by Peter Brown. 
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers.

The Hal Clement Notable Young Adult 
Books List contains science fiction books 
written for ages 12 - 18 with a young adult 
protagonist, a teenager who must make adult 
decisions. This list is named for Hal Clement, 
the pen name of Harry Stubbs, a well-known 
science fiction writer and high school science 
teacher who promoted children’s science fiction.

A Conspiracy of Stars by Olivia A. Cole. 
Katherine Tegen Books.

Cross Fire: An Exo Novel by Fonda Lee. 
Scholastic Press.

The Future Will be B S Free by Will Mcin-
tosh. Delacorte Press. 

Honor Among Thieves by Rachel Caine and 
Ann Aguirre. Katherine Tegen Books.

Ignite the Stars by Maura Milan. Albert 
Whitman & Company.

Impostors by Scott Westerfeld. Scholastic 
Press.

Pitch Dark by Courtney Alameda. Feiwel 
and Friends.

Skyward by Brandon Sanderson. Delacorte 
Press.

The Spaceship Next Door by Gene Doucette. 
John Joseph Adams Books.

A Spark of White Fire by Sangu Mandanna. 
Sky Pony.

Stronger, Faster, and More Beautiful by Ar-
wen Elys Dayton. Delacorte Press.

This Splintered Silence by Kayla Olson. 
HarperTeen.

Unearthed by Amie Kaufman and Meagan 
Spooner. Disney-Hyperion.

Your One & Only by Adrianne Finlay. 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Books for Young 
Readers. 

▲
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Newbery, Caldecott Announced at 
Youth Media Awards

Enhance Your 
Lesson Plans  
to Engage  
Every Student
• European Art
• Social Studies
• History
• Religion
• Culture

The American Library Association Coun-
cil, at a January 27 session during the ALA 
Midwinter Meeting & Exhibits, approved the 
new Penguin Random House Library Award 
for Innovation Through Adversity.

The award, which ALA intends to pres-
ent at its Annual Conference in Washington, 
D.C., recognizes the staff of U.S. libraries who 
overcome adversity to create lasting innovative 
community service programs that inspire and 
connect with readers. The award is open to pub-
lic, school, and academic libraries. The $10,000 
cash prize given to a library is sponsored by 
the Penguin Random House Foundation. In 
addition, four runner-up awards consisting of 
$1,000 in Penguin Random House books will 
be awarded to eligible libraries.  

Skip Dye, vice president, library market-
ing and sales operations for Penguin Random 
House said, “Libraries are essential and invalu-
able assets to communities, providing a safe 
space for freedom of expression, diversity, and 
education. On behalf of Penguin Random 
House, it’s a privilege to recognize and honor 
libraries that effectively overcome adversity in 

support of their local community.”
Jury Chair Andrea Lapsley stated, “We are 

excited that the award is open to all libraries.  
Librarians or library staff will be recognized, 
and the funds will be used for their library.  
Although we do not want libraries to experi-
ence hardships, this is a way to recognize 
those that innovate and excel during times 
of crisis. We thank the Penguin Random 
House Foundation for their sponsorship 
of this significant award.”

The nomination must show evidence 
of hardship, including economic difficul-
ties or natural disasters, and demonstrate 
successful partnership(s) that work to 
overcome the hardship. Partners can in-
clude schools, local business, museums, 
and other community organizations.  The 
nomination should focus on innovative 
and unique programming that may in-
clude new technology, reading methods 
or formats, outreach, etc.  Nominees are 
not required to have a Master of Library 
Science degree but is preferred.  

The award application can be found 

ALA Council Approves New Penguin Random House Library 
Award for Innovation Through Adversity

online at www.ala.org/awardsgrants/penguin-
random-house-library-award-innovation-
through-adversity. The deadline for applica-
tions is March 16.  The award will be present 
at the ALA Annual Conference in Washington, 

D.C., on Sunday, June 23 during the ALA 
President’s Program. For additional informa-
tion, please contact Cheryl Malden at 312-
280-3247, cmalden@ala.org.

Click here to register for the 
2019 ALA Annual Conference & Exhibition.

▲
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Rick Steves on Being Afraid to Travel

Searching for a new  
authorities vendor?
Want someone to  
cleanup your database?

800.531.7678 
www.marcive.com

Ask about  

a free test

STOP SEARCHING! 
MARCIVE can help with all your  

database remediation needs.

Dav Pilkey, New York Times bestsell-
ing author of Captain Underpants and 
Dog Man books, will serve as the national 
spokesperson for the 2019 celebration of 
School Library Month. Observed in April 
and sponsored by the American Associa-
tion of School Librarians (AASL), School 
Library Month celebrates school libraries as 
open, equitable, and personalized learning 
environments necessary for every student’s 
well-rounded education.

“Growing up with learning challenges in 
school after being diagnosed with ADHD 
and dyslexia, I’ve been fortunate to have 
had the encouragement and support of my 
parents, who helped me to associate reading 
with fun,” said Pilkey. “I have fond memories 
of going to the library with my mom who 
had a radical idea – she let me pick whatever 
book I wanted to read. I read lots of books 
and magazines that made me laugh out loud, 
which led me to discover many other books in 
different genres. Reading without judgment 
was a turning point in my life and that is what 
made me a lifelong reader.”

Pilkey first created a comic book about a 
superhero named Captain Underpants in the 
second grade. The series now has more than 
80 million copies in print worldwide and has 
been translated into more than 28 languages. 
In 2017, DreamWorks Animation brought 
the character to the silver screen in the fea-
ture film adaptation “Captain Underpants: 
The First Epic Movie,” and Netflix launched 

the animated TV series “The Epic Tales of 
Captain Underpants” in 2018.

His latest character, Dog Man, is a #1 
global bestselling series with more than 23 
million copies in print worldwide and trans-
lations available in more than 23 languages. 
Pilkey is also the creator of the Dragon se-
ries, the Dumb Bunnies, Dog Breath, and The 
Paperboy, which is a Caldecott Honor Book.

“A few years ago, I had the 
great pleasure of hearing Dav 
Pilkey speak to families about 
his craft and super powers,” said 
AASL President Kathryn Roots 
Lewis. “As I watched the crowd, 
both parents and their children 
were absolutely enthralled, heads 
nodding, children and parents 
whispering acknowledgement. 
Dav Pilkey helped learners, both 
young and old, in that large venue 
identify their own super pow-
ers and better understand their 
unique challenges.”

“Over the years I’ve had the 
privilege to have met many com-
mitted librarians whose passion 
and dedication to literacy is 
life changing,” said Pilkey. “I’m 
honored to be this year’s AASL 
ambassador for school libraries 
and an advocate for everything 
they do to make the world a bet-
ter place.”

AASL Celebrates School Library Month with Spokesperson Dav Pilkey

Dav Pilkey (Photo by Kai Suzuki)

Lewis shared her thanks to Pilkey, saying, 
“Dav’s role as a champion for all learners is 
representative of the transformational change 
he has made in the lives of readers everywhere. 
What a powerful message for all of us! Please 
join me in thanking Dav for his dedication 
to literacy as AASL’s spokesperson as we cel-
ebrate School Library Month.”

The Black Caucus of the American Library 
Association, Inc. (BCALA) announced the 
winners of the 2019 BCALA Literary Awards 
during the Midwinter Meeting & Exhibits of 
the American Library Association. The awards 
recognize excellence in adult fiction and non-
fiction by African American authors published 
in 2018, including an award for best poetry 
and a citation for outstanding contribution to 
publishing. The recipients will receive awards 
during the 2019 ALA Annual Meeting & Ex-
hibition in Washington, D.C.

The winner of the 1st Novelist Award is 
They Come in all Colors: A Novel by Malcolm 
Hansen (Atria Books).

The fiction category winner is An American 
Marriage: A Novel by Tayari Jones (Algonquin 
Books of Chapel Hill).

The honor books for fiction are Praise Song 
for the Butterflies: A Novel by Bernice L. Mc-
Fadden (Akashic Books), and The Vain Con-
versation: A Novel by Anthony Grooms (Uni-
versity of South Carolina Press).

The winner in the nonfiction category is 

BCALA Announces the 
2019 Literary Awards Winners

The New Negro: The Life of Alain Locke by Jef-
frey C. Stewart (Oxford University Press).

The honor books for the nonfiction catego-
ry are Black Fortunes: The Story of the First Six 
African Americans Who Escaped Slavery and 
Became Millionaires by Shomari Wills (Harp-
erCollins Publishers); The Heritage: Black 
Athletes, A Divided America, and the Politics of 
Patriotism by Howard Bryant (Beacon Press); 
Looking for Lorraine: The Radiant and Radi-
cal Life of Lorraine Hansberry by Imani Perry 
(Beacon Press); and Becoming by Michelle 
Obama (Crown Publishing Group).

The winner for BCALA’s Best Poetry 
Award is Door of No Return by Neal Hall 
(Neal Hall). The honor books for best poetry 
are Indecency: Poetry by Justin Phillip Reed 
(Coffee House Press), and If God Invented 
Baseball: Poems by E. Ethelbert Miller (City 
Point Press).

The BCALA Literary Awards Committee 
presents the Outstanding Contribution to 
Publishing Citation to Farming While Black by 
Leah Penniman (Chelsea Green Publishing).

check out all of the videos from the Midwinter Meeting 
& exhibits – capturing sessions, exhibits, and one-on-one 
interviews with speakers – at Youtube.com. You’ll even 
find the Presidential candidates’ Forum in its entirety. 

Just search “2019 ALA Midwinter 
Meeting & exhibits” to see the playlist. 

enjoy!

▲
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Isha Sesay on Reading Widely, Doing the Work

Pack Your Bags for a Literary and cultural tour 
of north and Western Ireland with AsgcLA! 

The Association of Specialized, Government, and Cooperative Library Agencies 
(ASGCLA) is sponsoring a seven-night themed tour of North and Western Ireland. 
The May 11 – 18, 2019 tour focuses on some of the greatest writers to come from the 
region. These writers include W.B. Yeats, Seamus Heaney, C. S. Lewis, and hundreds 
of others that are part of the collective culture of the Irish literary world.

This fascinating tour will take you to the writer’s birthplaces, schools, writing rooms, 
and final homes. History and epic scenery will be taken in each day to delight and 
wonder the visitor to this ancient and wildly beautiful country. For details and full 
itinerary, go to www.asgcladirect.org/travel/.

learning community and network. With 
content based on real-world cases and 
nuanced situations, participants explore 
topics related to the greatest challenges 
and possibilities of leading into a future 
marked by turbulence and ambiguity. 

Participants in past institutes highlighted 
a wide range of benefits, describing it as the 
“best professional development…related to 
leadership,” with a “wonderful atmosphere 
and congeniality among participants and 
between participants and facilitators.” Most 
attendees have given the ALA Leadership 
Institute the top rating possible in the post-
event survey. 

The application form as well as details 
and guidelines are at www.ala.org/edu-
cationcareers/leadership. Applicants may 
nominate themselves or be nominated by 
their employer. Participation includes a 
free one-year membership in the Library 
Leadership and Management Association, 
a division of ALA. 

The application process for the 2019 
“Leading to the Future” ALA Leader-
ship Institute (August 5 - 8, Hilton Oak 
Brook/Chicago Conference Center and 
Resort, Oak Brook, Ill.) is underway, with 
applications accepted through March 8. 
Building on the success of the past ALA 
Leadership Institutes, the four-day im-
mersive leadership development program 
for 40 mid-career librarians will be led 
again by ALA Past-President Maureen 
Sullivan and library and leadership con-
sultant Kathryn Deiss.

Now in its seventh year, the institute 
helps future library leaders develop and 
practice their leadership skills in areas 
critical to the future of the libraries 
they lead. Through reflective and active 
learning, it offers participants an oppor-
tunity to delve into leadership practices, 
concepts, and frameworks, and to shape 
their own sustainable leadership vision 
and ethos, at the same time as building a 

Application Deadline for 
2019 ALA Leadership Institute 
Quickly Approaching

ALA Annual 
Conference & 
Exhibition

June 20-25, 2019
Washington, DC

Check out 
alaannual.org for 
registration, housing 
and schedule 
information. 

we selected these two very powerful Andrew 
Carnegie Medal winners,” said selection com-
mittee chair Annie Bostrom, who is Booklist’s 
associate editor for adult books. “We think that 
readers across the country will find the winning 
titles as affecting and unforgettable as we did.”

The 2019 nonfiction finalists include Dope-
sick: Dealers, Doctors, and the Drug Company 
that Addicted America, by Beth Macy, pub-
lished by Little, Brown and Company; Heavy: 
An American Memoir, by Kiese Laymon, 
published by Scribner; and The Line Becomes a 
River: Dispatches from the Border, by Francisco 
Cantú, published by Riverhead.

The 2019 fiction finalists include The Great 
Believers, by Rebecca Makkai, published by 
Viking; There There, by Tommy Orange, pub-
lished by Alfred A. Knopf; and Washington 
Black, by Esi Edugyan, also published by 
Knopf.

Both Makkai and Laymon will attend the 
Carnegie celebration at ALA’s Annual Confer-
ence in Washington, D.C., in June, where they 
will speak about their books. 

The medals are made possible, in part, by 
a grant from Carnegie Corporation of New 
York in recognition of Andrew Carnegie’s 

Carnegie
» from page 1

deep belief in the power of books and learn-
ing to change the world and are co-sponsored 
by ALA’s Booklist and the Reference and User 
Services Association.

Annotations and more information on 
the awards can be found at www.ala.org/
carnegieadult. 

Annual Conference attendees can join both 
winners on Saturday, June 22 to celebrate and 
watch them receive their medals.

Kristy Valenti walks by the diversity of an “ALA learn, connect, and advance” 
membership display in the Washington State Convention Center.

“We think that 
readers across the 
country will find 
the winning titles 
as affecting and 
unforgettable as 
we did.”

▲
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The Muckleshoot Canoe Family performs during the ALA President’s Program. 
They represent Coast Salish culture, which has existed in the Pacific Northwest 
for more than 10,000 years. 

ALA Midwinter Meeting & Exhibits attendees fill the floor for the 
ALA/ERT Exhibits Opening Reception.

Eric Klinenberg high-fives librarian Jennifer Norborg during 
his book signing after the Arthur Curley Memorial Lecture.

Librarians react as the ALA Youth Media Awards are announced in Seattle.

Librarian Rona 
Johnson (left) 
gets a hug and 
a photo with 
Isha Sesay 
during her 
book signing 
for Beneath 
the Tamarind 
Tree after her 
Closing Session 
presentation.

Author/illustrator Marianne D. Wallace (center) looks over some of the books 
receiving starred reviews the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt booth in the Exhibits.

Librarians Janna Lux (left) and Linda Peterson dress up like the “princess in 
black” to battle the monster at the Candlewick Press booth in the Exhibits.
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Coming in the New Year…
New Films, a New Website, 

and New Spring Specials!

Over 1400 Titles
Every major academic discipline
Flexible licensing options
Curate your own collection or choose one of ours
High-quality encoding and variable bitrates
Support for desktop and mobile devices
High-performance content delivery
MARC records
Closed Captions
Searchable, interactive transcripts
LTI support
Detailed analytics
Clips
Free 10-minute previews 
Free 30-day trial for qualifying institutions

For more info, please contact: ewayne@docuseek2.com
Docuseek2.com

The Reference and User Services Associa-
tion’s (RUSA) Notable Books Council, first 
established in 1944, has announced the 2019 
selections of the Notable Books List, an an-
nual best-of list comprised of 26 titles written 
for adult readers and published in the U.S. 
including fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. The 
winners were selected by the Notable Books 
Council whose members include 12 expert 
readers’ advisory and collection development 
librarians. The Council considers titles based 
on stellar reviews published in standard library 
reviewing sources and other authoritative 
sources.

The 2019 Notable Books List selections are:

Fiction
Waiting for Eden by Elliot Ackerman. Al-

fred A. Knopf, a division of Penguin Random 
House.

Friday Black by Nana Kwame Adjei-
Brenyah. Mariner, an Imprint of Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt.

Washington Black by Esi Edugyan. Alfred A. 
Knopf, a division of Penguin Random House.

An American Marriage by Tayari Jones. 
Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill.

The Mars Room by Rachel Kushner. Scrib-
ner, an imprint of Simon & Schuster.

The Great Believers by Rebecca Makkai. 
Viking, a division of Penguin Random House.

 Warlight by Michael Ondaatje. Alfred A. 
Knopf, a division of Penguin Random House.

There There by Tommy Orange. Alfred A. 

RUSA 2018 Notable Books List Announced
Knopf, a division of Penguin Random House.

The Overstory by Richard Powers. W.W. 
Norton & Company, Inc.

The House of Broken Angels: A Novel by Luis 
Alberto Urrea. Little, Brown, and Company, a 
division of Hachette Book Group.

Don’t Skip Out on Me by Willy Vlautin. 
Harper Perennial, an imprint of HarperCollins.

Nonfiction
High-Risers: Cabrini-Green and the Fate 

of American Public Housing by Ben Austen. 
Harper, an imprint of HarperCollins. 

American Prison: A Reporter’s Undercover 
Journey into the Business of Punishment by 
Shane Bauer. Penguin Press, a division of 
Penguin Random House.

Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom by 
David W. Blight. Simon & Schuster.

Rush: Revolution, Madness, and Benjamin 
Rush, the Visionary Doctor Who Became a 
Founding Father by Stephen Fried. Crown, a 
division of Penguin Random House.

Call Me American: A Memoir by Abdi Nor 
Iftin. Alfred A. Knopf, a division of Penguin 
Random House.

The Feather Thief: Beauty, Obsession, and 
the Natural History Heist of the Century by 
Kirk Wallace Johnson. Viking, a division of 
Penguin Random House.

Beneath a Ruthless Sun: A True Story of 
Violence, Race, and Justice Lost and Found by 
Gilbert King. Riverhead Books, a division of 
Penguin Random House.

Heavy: An American Memoir by Kiese 
Laymon. Scribner, an imprint of Simon & 
Schuster.

Dopesick: Dealers, Doctors, and the Drug 
Company That Addicted America by Beth 
Macy. Little, Brown, and Company, a divi-
sion of Hachette Book Group.

The Tangled Tree: A Radical New History of 
Life by David Quammen. Simon & Schuster.

Rising: Dispatches from the New American 
Shore by Elizabeth Rush. Milkweed Editions.

Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover. 

Random House, a division of Penguin Ran-
dom House.

Poetry
If They Come for Us: Poems by Fatimah 

Asghar. One World, a division of Penguin 
Random House.

American Sonnets for My Once and Future 
Assassin by Terrance Hayes. Penguin Poets, a 
division of Penguin Random House.

The Carrying: Poems by Ada Limón. Milk-
weed Editions.

Melinda Gates on ‘The Moment of Lift’
▲
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Gates
» from page 3

Friday Night Fun at the Exhibit Hall

The Reference and User Services Asso-
ciation (RUSA) has announced its selec-
tion for the 2018 Sophie Brody Medal, 
an annual honor bestowed by the Collec-
tion Development and Evaluation Section 
(CODES) at ALA’s Midwinter Meeting & 
Exhibits. 

This year’s winner is Michael David 
Lucas, author of The Last Watchmen of 
Old Cairo: A Novel published by Spiegel 
& Grau. Spanning time and place, Lu-
kas weaves together three compelling life 
stories. Joseph, whose father was the last 
watchman of the Old Cairo synagogue, 
embarks on a journey to discover his late 
father’s gift. Lukas merges history and fic-

Sophie Brody Medal Awarded 
to Michael David Lucas

tion to help a son understand his heri-
tage.

Honorable mentions include Ronen 
Bergman, author of Rise and Kill First: 
The Secret History of Israel’s Targeted Assas-
sinations, published by Random House, 
and Jeremy Dronfield, author of The Stone 
Crusher: The True Story of a Father and Son’s 
Fight for Survival in Auschwitz, published 
by Chicago Review Press. 

The Sophie Brody Medal is given to 
encourage, recognize, and commend out-
standing achievement in Jewish literature. 
Works for adults published in the United 
States in the preceding year are eligible for 
the award.

2019 Amelia Bloomer List Presents Top 
10 Feminist Books for Young Readers

The Amelia Bloomer Project, a subgroup 
of the ALA Social Responsibilities Round 
Table’s Feminist Task Force, announced its 
top 10 feminist books for young readers, se-
lected from the 2019 Amelia Bloomer List.

The Amelia Bloomer List recom-
mends well-written and well-illustrated 
books with significant feminist content 
for young readers from birth to 18 years 
old. Named for Amelia Bloomer, a pio-
neering 19th-century newspaper editor, 
feminist thinker, public speaker, and 
suffragist, the list features books that 
spur the imagination and promote eq-
uity for people of all genders.

The bibliography is intended as a 
recommended reading list for children 
and teens. It may also be used by inter-
ested librarians, teachers, parents, and 
others who work with youth.

The complete list will be released fol-
lowing the Midwinter Meeting & Ex-
hibits at https://ameliabloomer.word-
press.com and http://www.ala.org/rt/
srrt/feminist-task-force. 

The top 10 titles of the 2019 Amelia 
Bloomer List are:

Acevedo, Elizabeth. The Poet X. Harp-
erTeen, Grades 8-up. 

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak: The 
Graphic Novel. Farrar Straus Giroux, 
Grades 8-up.

Arnold, Elana K. Damsel. Balzer + 
Bray, Grades 9-up.

Chmakova, Svetlana. Crush. Yen/JY, 
Grades 4-8.

Gillman, Melanie. As the Crow Flies.  
Iron Circus, Grades 7-up.

Mather, Janice Lynn. Learning to 
Breathe. Simon & Schuster Books for 
Young Readers, Grades 9-up.

McCullough, Joy. Blood Water Paint. 
Penguin/Dutton, Grades 9-up.

Saeed, Aisha. Amal Unbound. Pen-
guin/Paulson, Grades 4-8.

Tsiang, Sarah. Sugar and Snails. An-
nick, PreK - Grade 2.

Turtschaninoff, Maria. Naondel. 
Abrams/Amulet, Grades 10-up.

save the Date for 
YALsA’s 2019 YA 
services symposium 

YALSA’s 2019 YA Services Sym-
posium will take place in Memphis, 
Tenn., November 1-3. The theme is: 
Show Up and Advocate: Supporting 
Teens in the Face of Adversity. All are 
welcome to attend. Registration opens 
in April. Want updates? Sign up at 
tinyurl.com/yalsa-symposiumupdates.

The 2020 Census begins April 1, 2020, and 
libraries will play an essential role in helping 
their communities be counted. Now is a good 
time for libraries to begin thinking about what 
activities they might undertake to meet these 
special, once-a-decade demands – and how to 
access resources to fulfill those needs. Along 
with planning potential activities, libraries can 
begin assessing their resource needs and look 
for funding opportunities from government, 
philanthropy, and business partners. 

Libraries often work with public agencies 
to achieve community priorities. Library staff 
connect people with the information they need 
to access government services and benefits, 
complete online forms, and engage with civic 
issues. A public library is located within five 
miles of 99% of the hard-to-count Census 
tracts. Libraries can deliver accurate informa-
tion about the importance of Census participa-

2020 Census: How Libraries Can 
Help Achieve a Complete Count  

tion, options for responding, and other topics. 
With the 2020 Census designed to take 

place primarily online, libraries can ridge the 
digital divide and support a more complete 
count. 

To learn more, visit ala.org/advocacy/
govinfo/census. Follow the conversation 
online at #CountOnLibraries.

education inspired both the book and Gates’ 
life’s direction.

 “I heard a resounding cry and plea for 
help,” she said. Gates described multiple sto-
ries of women whose lives and families were 
stunted by lack of access to resources, includ-
ing a young mother in Africa who tearfully 
asked Gates to take her newborn child back to 
the U.S. The woman was afraid that she would 
be unable to provide her new baby a good life 
should she get pregnant again. That story and 

others led Gates and the foundation to raise 
$2.6 billion to help provide contraceptives to 
women in need.

The book also provides a rare look into 
Gates’ personal life and her marriage to Mi-
crosoft co-founder Bill Gates. Gates said that 
she had to be open about her own struggles for 
full transparency and to show how these issues 
affect everyone regardless of socioeconomic 
status or where you live in the world.

“We worked hard to get equality in our 
marriage,” she said. “We try to live an inte-
grated life. What we’re role modeling to the 
world, we have to replicate at home.”

Gates shared an anecdote about her fam-
ily’s morning routine to drive the point home 
describing that when one of her daughters was 
enrolled in a new school years ago, she had to 
add an extra hour to her morning drive to get 
the girl to school on time. When her husband 
offered to take over that duty, it alleviated 
strain on Gates’ already busy schedule and had 
a ripple effect on others.

 She said that other mothers noticed when 
she stopped driving her daughter to school. 
Instead they saw one of the world’s richest 
men doing it. Gates said the women told her 
that the change inspired the women to tell 
their own husbands, “‘If Bill Gates can drive 
his kid to school, you can too.’”

▲
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Sylvia Acevedo on Libraries Delivering Hope

Now available in the ALA Store are re-
producible calendars with fun early literacy 
activities for every day of the year. Based 
on Every Child Ready to Read practices of 
reading, writing, singing, talking, playing 
(and now counting), each download con-
tains 12 months of learning activities, book 
lists, nursery rhymes, and more. On one 
side is a calendar with a fun skills-building 
activity for each day and the other contains 
supplementary content like nursery rhymes, 
early literacy tips, song lyrics, or suggested 
reading material. 

To download a copy of the 2019 
Early Literacy Activities Calendar, please 
visit the ALA Store at www.alastore.ala.org/
content/pla-2019-early-literacy-activities-
calendar%E2%80%94pdf-download. 

The digital download costs $23.99 
for Public Library Association members, 
$26.99 for ALA members, and $29.99 for 
non-members.

Early Literacy Activity Calendars for 2019

Walter Dean Myers is the winner of the 
2019 Children’s Literature Legacy Award 
honoring an author or illustrator, published 
in the United States, whose books have made 
a substantial and lasting contribution to litera-
ture for children. His numerous works include 
Fast Sam, Cool Clyde, and Stuff and Monster. 
The award is administered annually by the 
Association for Library Service to Children 
(ALSC), a division of the ALA. 

“With vast literary talent and deep empathy 
for young readers, Walter Dean Myers created 
shelves full of books over the course of his 
half-century career that were groundbreaking, 
distinctive, and vital,” said Committee Chair 
Andrew Medlar.

Born in West Virginia in 1937, Myers was 
raised in Harlem where he “found solace in 
books.” After serving in the U.S. Army he be-
gan writing in the 1960s, eventually publish-
ing more than 100 titles for young people. He 
lived with his family for many years in Jersey 
City, N.J., often creating books collaboratively 
with his son, Christopher. Walter Dean Myers 
died in 2014.

His award-winning works include Some-
where in the Darkness, which won a Newbery 
Honor Medal in 1993, and Now Is Your Time! 
The African-American Struggle for Freedom, an 
ALA Notable Children’s Book and recipient of 
the 1992 Coretta Scott King Author Award. 
Myers also received multiple other Coretta 

Walter Dean Myers Wins 2019 Children’s Literature Legacy Award
Scott King Author Awards and Honors; served 
as the 2009 Arbuthnot Honor lecturer; was the 
2010 United States nominee for the interna-
tional Hans Christian Andersen Award; and 
was named by the Library of Congress as the 
2012 – 2013 National Ambassador for Young 
People’s Literature with the platform of “Reading 
Is Not Optional.” 

A prolific and versatile writer who exem-
plified excellence in many forms, including 

During the 1969 ALA Midwinter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C., the ALA 
Council approved the establishment of 
the ALA Scholarship Program. This ac-
tion gave birth to a variety of academic 
scholarships, allowing individuals to 
become professionally degreed librarians. 
Included among these are the Christo-
pher Hoy/ERT, Mary V. Gaver, Tom 
and Roberta Drewes, and the Spectrum 
Scholarship.  For more information on 
the ALA Scholarship Program visit the 
ALA Scholarship Program page. 

In Washington, D.C., during the ALA 
2019 Annual Conference & Exhibition, 
we are rolling out a new ALA Scholars 
Program and sponsoring the 2018 scholar-
ship recipients.  

You can play a part in our efforts to 
continue advancing the library profes-
sion. With a gift to the ALA Scholarship 
Program, you can make a difference in the 
career of an aspiring librarian and make a 
statement about the value of library and 
information studies. To support the ALA 
Scholarship Program, visit the donation 
page.

Contact Kimberly L. Redd at klredd@
ala.org or 800-545-2433 x4279 if you 
have questions.

The ALA Scholarship 
Program is Turning 50

biography, fiction, history, and poetry, Myers 
brought profound insight to his vivid portray-
als of Black culture and Black lives, especially 
those of boys and young men, capturing their 
language and concerns, struggles and successes. 
With a brilliance for humor and curiosity, his 
work reminds readers, without preaching, that 
they always have choices.

One of his most valued works is Scorpions, 
a Newbery Honor Medal winner, in which 

12-year-old Jamal draws on his artistic talents 
and best friend Tito to cope with the realisti-
cally portrayed effects of racial stereotyping, 
gang influence, and institutional indifference. 
In Scorpions, Myers’ compassion for his char-
acters’ experiences and dreams demonstrates 
his understanding and respect for all children. 

For more information on the Children’s 
Literature Legacy Award and other ALA liter-
ary awards, please visit www.ala.org/yma.

ALA Annual Conference & Exhibition 
June 20-25, 2019
Washington, DC

ALA Midwinter Meeting
January 24-28, 2020
Philadelphia, PA

Mark your Calendar...

▲
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Three King Illustrator Honor Books also 
were named: Hidden Figures, illustrated 
by Laura Freeman, written by Margot Lee 
Shetterly, and published by HarperCollins 
Children’s Books, a division of HarperCollins 
Publishers; Let the Children March, illustrated 
by Frank Morrison, written by Monica Clark-
Robinson, and published by Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt Publishing Company; and Memphis, 
Martin, and the Mountaintop, illustrated by 
R. Gregory Christie, written by Alice Faye 
Duncan, and published by Calkins Creek, an 
imprint of Highlights.

 
Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe New 

Talent Award to affirm new talent: Monday’s 
Not Coming by Tiffany D. Jackson, published 
by Katherine Tegen Books, an imprint of 
HarperCollins Publishers, is the Steptoe Au-
thor Award winner.

Thank You, Omu!, Illustrated by Oge Mora, 
published by Little, Brown Young Readers is 
the Steptoe Illustrator Award winner.

Three Author Honor Books were named: 
Finding Langston by Lesa Cline-Ransome, 
published by Holiday House; The Parker 
Inheritance by Varian Johnson, published by 
Arthur A. Levine Books, an imprint of Scholas-
tic Inc.; and The Season of Styx Malone by Kekla 
Magoon, published by Wendy Lamb Books, an 
imprint of Random House Children’s Books, 
a division of Penguin Random House LLC.

 
Coretta Scott King–Virginia Hamil-

ton Award for Lifetime Achievement: Dr. 
Pauletta Brown Bracy is the recipient of the 
2019 Coretta Scott King-Virginia Hamilton 
Award for Lifetime Achievement. The award 
pays tribute to the quality and magnitude of 
beloved children’s author Virginia Hamilton.

 
Michael L. Printz Award for excellence in 

literature written for young adults: The Poet X 
by Elizabeth Acevedo, published by Harper-
Teen, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, 
is the 2019 Printz Award winner.

Three Printz Honor Books also were 
named: Damsel by Elana K. Arnold, published 
by Balzer+Bray, an imprint of HarperCollins 
Publishers; A Heart in a Body in the World by 
Deb Caletti, published by Simon Pulse, an 
imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Pub-
lishing; I, Claudia by Mary McCoy, published 
by Carolrhoda Lab®, an imprint of Carolrhoda 
Books®, a division of Lerner Publishing Group.

 
Schneider Family Book Award for books 

that embody an artistic expression of the 
disability experience: Rescue & Jessica: A Life-
Changing Friendship written by Jessica Kensky 
and Patrick Downes, illustrated by Scott Ma-
goon, published by Candlewick Press, wins the 
award for young children (ages 0 to 8).

The Truth as Told By Mason Buttle by Leslie 
Connor, published by Katherine Tegen Books, 
an Imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, is the 
winner for middle grades (ages 9-13).

Anger is a Gift by Mark Oshiro, published 
by Tor Teen Books, Tom Doherty Associates, 
is the winner for teens (ages 14-18).

This year marks the introduction of Schnei-
der Family Award Honor titles:  Remember 
Balloons by Jessie Oliveros, illustrated by Dana 
Wulfekotte, published by Simon & Schuster 
Books for Young Readers, an imprint of Simon 
& Schuster Children’s Publishing Division 

is the Schneider Family Book Award young 
children honor title; The Collectors by Jacque-
line West, published by Greenwillow Books, 
an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers is the 
Schneider Family Book Award best middle 
grades honor title; and (Don’t) Call Me Crazy 
33: Voices Start the Conversation About Mental 
Health, edited by Kelly Jensen, published by 
Algonquin Young Readers, an imprint of Al-
gonquin Books of Chapel Hill, a division of 
Workman Publishing is the teen honor title.

Alex Awards for the 10 best adult books 
that appeal to teen audiences: The Black God’s 
Drums by P. Djèlí Clark, published by Tor.
com, an imprint of Tom Doherty Associ-
ates, a division of Macmillan; The Book of 
Essie by Meghan MacLean Weir, published 
by Knopf, an imprint of Random House, a 
division of Penguin Random House; Circe by 
Madeline Miller, published by Little, Brown, 
and Company, a division of Hachette Book 
Group; Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westo-
ver, published by Random House, a division 
of Penguin Random House; The Girl Who 
Smiled Beads: A Story of War and What Comes 
After, by Clemantine Wamariya and Elizabeth 
Weil, published by Crown Publishing Group, 
a division of Penguin Random House; Green: 
A Novel by Sam Graham-Felsen, published 
by Random House, a division of Penguin 
Random House; Home After Dark: A Novel 
by David Small, illustrated by the author, 
published by Liveright, an imprint of W.W. 
Norton & Company; How Long ’Til Black 
Future Month? by N. K. Jemisin, published by 
Orbit, an imprint of Hachette Book Group; 
Lawn Boy, by Jonathan Evison, published by 
Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, a division 
of Workman Publishing; and Spinning Silver: 
A Novel by Naomi Novik, published by Del 
Rey, a division of Penguin Random House.

 
Margaret A. Edwards Award for lifetime 

achievement in writing for young adults: The 
2019 winner is M.T. Anderson.

 
May Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lecture 

Award, recognizing an author, critic, librarian, 
historian, or teacher of children›s literature, 
who then presents a lecture at a winning host 
site. Neil Gaiman will deliver the 2020 May 
Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lecture.

 
Mildred L. Batchelder Award for an out-

standing children’s book originally published 
in a language other than English in a country 
other than the United States, and subsequently 
translated into English for publication in the 
United States: Thames & Hudson, Inc. is the 
winner of the 2019 Mildred L. Batchelder 
Award for The Fox on the Swing.

Four Batchelder Honor Books also were se-
lected: Run for Your Life, published by Yonder, 
an imprint of Restless Books, Inc.; My Beijing: 
Four Stories of Everyday Wonder, published 
by Graphic Universe, a division of Lerner 
Publishing Group, Inc.; Edison: The Mystery 
of the Missing Mouse Treasure, published by 
NorthSouth Books, Inc.; and Jerome By Heart, 
published by Enchanted Lion Books.

 
Odyssey Award for best audiobook pro-

duced for children and/or young adults, avail-
able in English in the United States: Macmillan 
Audio, producer of the audiobook, Sadie has 
won the 2019 Odyssey Award for Excellence 
in Audiobook Production.

 

Pura Belpré Awards, honoring Latino 
writers and illustrators whose children’s books 
best portray, affirm, and celebrate the Latino 
cultural experience: Yuyi Morales, illustrator 
of Dreamers, and Elizabeth Acevedo, author of 
The Poet X, are the 2019 winners of the Pura 
Belpré Illustrator Award and Author Award.

Two Belpré Illustrator Honor Books also 
were named: Islandborn, illustrated by Leo Es-
pinosa, written by Junot Díaz, and published 
by Dial Books for Young Readers, Penguin 
Young Readers Group, an imprint of Penguin 
Random House LLC, and When Angels Sing: 
The Story of Rock Legend Carlos Santana, il-
lustrated by Jose Ramirez, written by Michael 
Mahin, and published by Atheneum Books 
for Young Readers, an imprint of Simon & 
Schuster Children’s Publishing Division.

The Belpré Committee selected one Honor 
Book for narration: They Call Me Güero: A 
Border Kid’s Poems, by David Bowles and 
published by Cinco Puntos Press.

Robert F. Sibert Informational Book 
Award for most distinguished informational 
book for children:

Joyce Sidman, author of The Girl Who 
Drew Butterflies: How Maria Merian’s Art 
Changed Science, was named the winner of 
the 2019 Robert F. Sibert Medal for the most 
distinguished informational book for children 
published in 2018.

The committee selected five Honor Books: 
Camp Panda: Helping Cubs Return to the 
Wild by Catherine Thimmesh, published by 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt; Spooked!: How 
a Radio Broadcast and The War of the Worlds 
Sparked the 1938 Invasion of America by Gail 
Jarrow, published by Calkins Creek, an im-
print of Highlights; The Unwanted: Stories of 
the Syrian Refugees by Don Brown, published 
by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt; We Are Grate-
ful: Otsaliheliga by Traci Sorell, illustrated by 
Frané Lessac, published by Charlesbridge; and 
When Angels Sing: The Story of Rock Legend 
Carlos Santana by Michael Mahin, illustrated 
by Jose Ramirez and, published by Atheneum 
Books for Young Readers, an imprint of Simon 
& Schuster Children’s Publishing Division.

 
Stonewall Book Award, given annually to 

English-language works of exceptional merit 
for children or teens relating to the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender experience: Julián 

is a Mermaid by Jessica Love and published 
by Candlewick Press, and Hurricane Child by 
Kheryn Callender and published by Scholastic 
Press, an imprint of Scholastic Inc. 

 
Theodor Seuss Geisel Award for the most 

distinguished book for beginning readers: Fox 
the Tiger by Corey R. Tabor, published by 
Balzer + Bray, an imprint of HarperCollins 
Publishers.

Four Geisel Honor Books were named: 
The Adventures of Otto: See Pip Flap by David 
Milgrim, published by Simon Spotlight, an 
imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Pub-
lishing Division; Fox & Chick: The Party and 
Other Stories by Sergio Ruzzier, published by 
Chronicle Books LLC; King & Kayla and the 
Case of the Lost Tooth by Dori Hillestad Butler, 
illustrated by Nancy Meyers, published by 
Peachtree Publishers; and Tiger vs. Nightmare 
by Emily Tetri, published by First Second, an 
imprint of Roaring Brook Press, a division 
of Holtzbrinck Publishing Holdings Limited 
Partnership. 

 
William C. Morris Award for a debut book 

published by a first-time author writing for 
teens: Darius the Great Is Not Okay by Adib 
Khorram and published by Dial Books, an 
imprint of Penguin Young Readers, a division 
of Penguin Random House.

 
YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfic-

tion for Young Adults: The Unwanted: Stories 
of the Syrian Refugees by Don Brown, published 
by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 

The 2019 YALSA Nonfiction Award 
finalists include: The Beloved World of Sonia 
Sotomayor by Sonia Sotomayor, published 
by Delacorte Press, an imprint of Random 
House Children’s Books, a division of Penguin 
Random House; Boots on the Ground: America’s 
War in Vietnam by Elizabeth Partridge and 
published by Viking Books for Young Read-
ers, an imprint of Penguin Young Readers, 
a division of Penguin Random House; The 
Faithful Spy: Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Plot 
to Kill Hitler by John Hendrix and published 
by Amulet Books, an imprint of ABRAMS; 
Hey, Kiddo: How I Lost My Mother, Found My 
Father, and Dealt with Family Addiction by 
Jarrett J. Krosoczka and published by Graphix, 
an imprint of Scholastic.

YMA Awards
» from page 7

YALSA President Crystle Martin (from left), Coretta Scott King Chair Claudette 
McLinn, PhD, ALSC President Jamie Campbell Naidoo, PhD, ALA President Loida 
Garcia-Febo, and REFORMA President Madeline Peña Feliz announce the ALA 
Youth Media Awards.


